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378 Indiana Magazine of History 

The Conquest of the Old Southwest. By Archibald Hen- 
derson, Ph.D., D.C.L., New York, the Century Co. 1920. 

This book is a production of that ripe, southern scholar, 
Archibald Henderson. 

The printing, index, notes and bibliographical notes are 
all that could be desired. The book contains sixteen full-page 
illustrations and a useful map. 

"The Old Southwest" is a term applied to western Virginia, 
the Carolinas, Kentucky and Tennessee, and the period cov- 
ered by the work is the period of settlement, 1740-1790. This 
book might be studied with profit as a continuation of the 
subject discussed by D. Frederick J. Turner in "The Old 
West." 

Mr. Henderson's treatment of this highly romantic and 
thrilling period of American history is skillful and sympa- 
thetic. He shows how land hunger and wanderlust, or acqui- 
sition and inquisition, have been the motives back of our 
remarkable western expansion. The part played by the vari- 
our racial elements, especially the Scotch-Irish, in developing 
"The Old Southwest", in creating the distinctive American 
character, is forcefully portrayed. The pioneers, Daniel 
Boone, John Sevier and the land companies that helped to 
colonize this region are treated with much understanding and 
appreciation of their real value and contributions. 

This book is of special value because it recognizes the im- 
portant part that the south and west have played in the de- 
velopment of the distinctive American character and democ- 
racy. This element in our national history has been too often 
neglected. The hunters, traders and farmers of the west and 
south, shut off from rapid, easy communication with the out- 
side world developed a society quite different from that of 
their European ancestors and even that of the Atlantic coastal 
plain. American daring, boldness of conception, buoyancy of 
spirit, ready initiative and democracy experienced its greatest 
growth and evolution on the frontier. All of which the author, 
truthfully shows. 

For the general reader or historical student who is seeking 
a readable, historically accurate account of the pioneer move- 
ment into western Virginia, the Carolinas, Kentucky and Ten- 
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nessee and the contributions of these pioneers to our national 
life this book is of great value. 

Ruth Stevens 

OHIO VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

The Annual Meeting of the Ohio Valley Historical Associa- 
tion was held in Columbus, Ohio, October 15 and 16. The 
Friday evening and Saturday morning meetings were joint 
sessions with the Ohio History Teachers' Association. 

Among the interesting papers read was one by Prof. H. C. 
Hockett, Ohio State university, on "The Extinction of the 
Indian Title in Ohio beyond the Greenville Line" and another 
by Prof. E. A. Miller of Oberlin college on "New England 
Influence on Ohio's Public School System." 

Saturday morning two papers by Mr. S. H. Ziegler, Direc- 
tor of Civics and History in the Cleveland high schools, on 
"Some Phases of History Teaching in the Cleveland high 
schools" and another by a Mr. Edward S. Dowell of Bucyrus 
high school on "The Method of History Instruction used in 
the Bucyrus High School" called forth lively discussion and 
questioning. 

A joint luncheon session was held at noon at the Chittendon 
hotel. Pres. K. S. Latourette of the History Teachers' Asso- 
ciation outlined some interestnig historical work waiting to 
be done, in his paper "The Future of the Ohio Valley Histor- 
ical Association." 

Professor Siebert has a plan of getting more men interested 
in this work and has secured about $200 for the work of the 
association. 

The publication of the report of the Berea meeting has 
been delayed longer that it should have been owing to the 
lack of money in the treasury. But it is hoped there will soon 
be enough to publish this report and also some of the papers 
read at Pittsburgh and Columbus. 



